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Welcome to the summer 2006 edition of [e]ENERGY
the electronic energy journal for schools in the U.K.

We hope you enjoy this issue and if you have any opinions, comments
or questions we encourage you to email us - energywatch@create.org.uk

IMPORTANT ENERGY NEWS IN BITE SIZE CHUNKS

KIDS STUFF

The Government’s Climate Challenge web site,
www.climatechallenge.gov.uk, now has material
to aid young people to learn about climate
change. There is a simple animation to explain
the basics of climate change.

www.climatechallenge.gov.uk

On the Managenergy website there are games,
downloads and photos which will help children
to understand how every day actions affect the
environment around them. The site is aimed at
two age groups, the 7-11’s and 11-15’s as well
as having a section with resources for teachers.

www.managenergy.net/kidscorner

ENERGY EFFICIENCY ADVICE

The Carbon Trust provides a series of
publications advising schools on ways to save
energy. There are general publications such
as “How to reduce energy costs in schools
by implementing simple energy efficiency
measures” and “Saving energy -

a Whole School Approach”, plus more
specific documents focusing on energy
systems and equipment used in schools.
To find out more and order these
publications visit the website

www.thecarbontrust.com

WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR?

Greenpeace has launched an innovative new
short film showing how the UK can answer

the crucial energy question it now faces

— how to provide the country with a secure,
clean energy supply and fight climate change
without treading the potentially dangerous and
environmentally harmful nuclear path. Titled
“What are we waiting for?” it is available by
contacting Greenpeace at info@uk.greenpeace.
org or telephoning 020 7865 8100

REDUCING CARBON
EMISSIONS THROUGH
THE CREST AWARD

In partnership with United Utilities CREATE
has developed an innovative programme for
secondary school pupils to help them obtain
a Bronze CREST award.

During June, pupils from Hawkley Hall School
in Wigan will be visiting the Leigh Environmental
Education Centre, Greater Manchester,

to investigate the potential for wind power,
solar power and energy efficiency at the Centre.
Back at school, they will design a model in light
of their investigations which will show how the
Centre can reduce its carbon emissions and
help it become an Eco Centre.

Further details can be obtained from

nfo@create.org.uk

DfES LAUNCHES SUSTAINABLE
SCHOOLS WEBSITE

The DfES Sustainable Schools site is
designed to support schools on their journey
to sustainability, introducing the principles

of sustainable development and offering
guidance on how to embed these principles
into the heart of school life. The site provides
useful information for all sectors of the school
community, including the leadership team,
the management team, teachers and parents,
and offers a number of excellent online and
downloadable tools (auditing, benchmarking,
environmental assessment) to help schools
identify the best route to becoming more
sustainable.

The site has been designed so users can
search by subject, Key Stage, theme and
keyword. The resource library offers a
comprehensive online directory providing
access to hundreds of teaching resources,
places to visit, a useful A to Z directory of
organisations that work in the field, information
about related programmes and essential
reading, case studies and an inspirational
image gallery. Similarly, the support section
contains information about funding,
professional development opportunities,
research and regional landing pages.
Users can also search for the latest news,
events and press releases.

www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools

UK CLIMATE CHANGE
PROGRAMME 2006

A new UK Climate Change Programme was
published by the Government at the end

of March 2006. This followed an extensive
review, launched in September 2004, of the
existing Programme. The new Climate Change
Programme sets out the country’s policies and
priorities for action in the UK and internationally.
Climate Change is a global problem, so the
UK will strive to secure global action on the
scale needed to tackle it. Further action will
also be taken at home, to meet the country’s
commitments and demonstrate that climate
change can be tackled without damaging the
UK’s economy.

Download the programme at:
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/

uk/ukccp

IS THIS THE GREENEST
SCHOOL IN THE COUNTRY?

A recent BBC Countryfile programme named
the St Francis of Assisi Academy in Liverpool as
the greenest school in the country. The school
is flying the flag for an education that’s founded
in environmental awareness and sustainability.
It is the first academy to make the environment
its specialism.

The school is arranged around a main ‘Eden
Project’ style atrium, collecting the sun’s

heat and light in an object lesson of passive
solar design. The solar theme continues with
photovoltaic panels to generate electricity and
solar heating for the water. Seeded green roofs
boost both insulation and biodiversity and

a rainwater harvesting system enables

the flushing of toilets with grey water.

St Francis of Assisi Academy is not just about
design and construction. The environment
permeates throughout the curriculum with
pupils actively engaged in recycling and
biodiversity activities and overseeing the
environmental performance of the school
through an elected Eco-Committee.

So is St Francis of Assisi Academy the greenest
school in the country? Do you know of a better
one? Is it your school? If so let us know!

www.theacademy-sfa.co.uk
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News Round Up

http://laptop.media.mit.edu

: www.eco-schools.org/innovation
www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations 9
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News Round Up

WRAP has launched the biggest kerbside household
battery collection trial in the UK

WWW.wrap.org.uk
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Sustainable Energy in Schools

Two showcase primary schools have been selected as joint winners of
the prestigious Ashden Awards for Sustainable Energy recognising their
commitment to integrating green energy use into all aspects of school
life and a strongly pupil-led approach.
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www.ashdenawards.org/media_summary06_UK_eastchurch_school
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Renewables in Schools

MICROGENERATION GRANTS
AVAILABLE TO SCHOOLS

www.create.org.uk/schools/teachers_semanagement.asp
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Climate Change

Nine young Climate Change Champions
for England Unveiled

www.climatechallenge.gov.uk
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Climate Change

FoE launches Climate Change Resource for Schools

Friends of the Earth have launched a new resource for schools “Shout About Climate Solutions 2006, which is
aimed at helping teachers, youth workers and young people teach 11 to 13 year olds about how to tackle climate
change though electricity, transport and heating. In addition teachers are also encouraged to register for

“Shout About Climate Solutions” Week will take place on 6th - 10th November 2006.

The resource is linked to national curriculum areas of science, maths, geography, CDT and citizenship, and it also
includes activities such as encouraging students to promote energy efficiency to other young people, designing
an energy efficient house and looking at different renewable energy sources.

Friends of the Earth’s education coordinator, Vicki Felgate, said:

“The Shout About Climate Solutions resource offers teachers and youth workers
easy to use information on climate change as well as ideas and resources which
will help them encourage young people to think about the solutions and their role
in tackling it - in their homes and their schools.”

For further details visit

www.foe.co.uk/learning/educators
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